Statement of Principles Revised
“Mormonism is truth; and every man who embraces it feels himself at liberty to
embrace every truth. Consequently the shackles of superstition, bigotry,
ignorance, and priestcraft, fall at once from his neck; and his eyes are opened to
see the truth, and truth greatly prevails over priestcraft...The first and fundamental
principle of our holy religion is, that we believe that we have a right to embrace all,
and every item of truth, without limitation or without being circumscribed or
prohibited by the creeds or superstitious notions of men, or by the dominations of
one another, when that truth is clearly demonstrated to our minds, and we have
the highest degree of evidence of the same.” Joseph Smith
Friendship is one of the grand fundamental principles of “Mormonism”; [it is
designed] to revolutionize and civilize the world, and cause wars and contentions
to cease and men to become friends and brothers” (Teachings of the Prophet
Joseph Smith, p. 316). “The inquiry is frequently made of me, 'Wherein do you
differ from others in your religious views?' In reality and essence we do not differ
so far in our religious views, but that we could all drink into one principle of love.
One of the grand fundamental principles of ‘Mormonism’ is to receive truth, let it
come from whence it may.” “Have the Presbyterians any truth? Embrace that.
Have the Baptists, Methodists, and so forth? Embrace that. Get all the good in the
world, and you will come out a pure Mormon.” (July 23, 1843) "It is not wisdom
that we should have all knowledge at once presented before us; but that we
should have a little at a time; then we can comprehend it. President Smith then
read the 2nd Epistle of Peter, 1st chapter, 16th to last verses, and dwelt upon the
19th verse with some remarks. Add to your faith knowledge, etc. The principle of
knowledge is the principle of salvation. This principle can be comprehended by
the faithful and diligent; and every one that does not obtain knowledge sufficient
to be saved will be condemned. The principle of salvation is given us through the
knowledge of Jesus Christ.
Truth is knowledge of things as they are and as they were and as they are to
come. [D&C 33:7 RE]
Faith is the assurance we have of unseen things which are true. It is the principle
of action and power in mortals and in God. Acting upon correct belief is the
essence of faith. We are all commanded to believe in Jesus Christ and act upon
that belief by obeying Him. [LoF 1]
Salvation is here defined in its broadest terms, as in being saved from all
enemies, including death. This type of salvation happens if and when you become
a joint heir with Jesus Christ and attain the power of the resurrection after this life,
such that you can resurrect all those dependent upon you. [LoF 7:8]
God, or the Godhead, is a term describing the unity of two separate, perfected
beings—the Father and the Son—along with their unified mind, called the Holy
Spirit. Jesus Christ is the Son. Jesus is also the way, the truth, and the life, and no
person comes to the Father but by Jesus. [LoF 5, John 10:7 RE]
God is the object for all people with understanding to have faith in for life and
salvation. [LoF 2]
Three things are necessary so that anyone with understanding may exercise faith
in God towards life and salvation: The idea that he actually exists, a correct idea
of his character, perfections, and attributes, and an actual knowledge that the
course you are pursuing is according to his will. [LoF 3]
The perfections of God’s attributes and characteristics [LoF 4:1-2]:

God has all faith or power, and was God before the world was created, and is the
same God now, and He always will be. [LoF 3:13, 4:5]
God has all mercy, and He is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abundant
in goodness, and He was so from everlasting, and will be to everlasting. [LoF
3:14, 4:7]
God has all right actions, or justice, and He never changes. His course is one
eternal round and He is always willing to teach. He teaches by the power of
grace, and gives liberally, to the just and the unjust. [LoF 3:15,21, 4:6,11, James
1:2 RE, Ether 5:5 RE]
God has all correct judgment against the wicked, and He is no respecter of
persons (of whatever race or color, young or old, bond or free, male or female)
but every person who fears God and works righteousness is accepted of Him.
[LoF 3:17, 4:7]
God has all truth and He is truthful and cannot lie. [LoF 3:16, 4:8]
God has all knowledge, and He is loving, such that He shares understanding
through wisdom that He might save all His creatures. He is love. [LoF 3:18, 4:4,9,
1 John 4:8, John 4:3 RE]
“The fundamental principles of our religion is the testimony of the apostles and
prophets concerning Jesus Christ, ‘that he died, was buried, and rose again the
third day, and ascended into heaven;’ and all other things are only appendages to
these, which pertain to our religion.” [Joseph Smith, "Elders’ Journal, July 1838,"
p. 44].
The Bible is the word of God as far as it is translated correctly. The Old Testament
contains old covenants. The Book of Mormon, combined with the New Testament,
constitutes the new covenant, and both are the word of God as far as they are
translated correctly. Joseph Smith said, “I told the brethren that the Book of
Mormon was the most correct of any book on earth, and the keystone of our
religion, and a man would get nearer to God by abiding by its precepts, than by
any other book” [HC 4:461]. The Teachings and Commandments and the Pearls
of Great Price are the word of God as far as they are translated correctly. These
scriptures are not all that God has revealed or that He has now revealed. God’s
words never cease and He will yet reveal many great and important things
pertaining to the kingdom of God. [WL (AoF) 1:29, 1:30, see also Answer and
Covenant]
Jesus Christ is the only name under heaven whereby salvation may come.
Salvation comes by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the gospel of Jesus
Christ, through the merits of his atonement. [2 Nephi 13:6 RE, WL (AoF) 1:24]
“Doctrine” means an approved body of teachings.
The doctrine of Jesus Christ is as follows: 3 Nephi 5:9 RE.
“Gospel” means good news, or topics approved for preaching. “Preaching” means
public pronouncements that attract interested persons to be taught more.
The gospel of Jesus Christ is as follows: 3 Nephi 12:5 RE.
Commandments are directions from God on how we may act so that it may turn to
our salvation [D&C 80:2 RE]. Keeping commandments produces good works,
which are expressions of our belief in God’s character and attributes.
The essential commandments are contained in the Sermon at Bountiful [see 3
Nephi 5-7:1 RE].

“Good” is defined as keeping God’s commandments and “bad” is defined as not
keeping God’s commandments.
“Sin” is defined as not keeping the commandments of God that you know about
and understand correctly. “Transgression” is generally defined as not keeping the
commandments of God, even when you are ignorant of them, but sometimes
means to cross over the limits of the law in general, whether you know the law or
not.
Repentance is turning away from sin and ignorance and facing God. God forgives
sin when we forsake it and seek forgiveness. Believers in Jesus Christ repent by
gaining knowledge of His ways and doing as He did. [D&C 17:8 RE]
Men and women will be punished for their own sins and not for Adam and Eve’s
transgression. Little children have no need of repentance, and are incapable of
repentance. [WL (AoF) 1:23, Moroni 8 RE]
The wicked are those who refuse to repent, for as long as they rebel. [D&C 27:10
RE]
Any sacrifice to God must be accompanied by a broken heart and a contrite (or
willing) spirit [3 Nephi 4:7 RE]. The sacrifice of all earthly things is eventually
required of all the faithful in some way or form known by them and God to obtain
the faith necessary for life and salvation, and to obtain eternal life [LoF 5].
To hold proper authority to perform outward ordinances, a man must be called of
God by prophecy (if they have desires to serve God, they are called to the work
[D&C 99:1 RE]), and by the laying on of hands by those who are in authority to
preach the gospel and administer in the ordinances thereof. True messengers of
God will never take wages for their ministerial service. [WL (AoF) 1:26, 2 Nephi
11:10 RE] The constitution of the priesthood, and of all religious discourse, is
outlined in D&C 47 RE, D&C 121 LE.
All followers of Christ, men and women, old and young, can be called of God to
teach, expound, exhort, and invite all to come unto Christ, and to bless and heal
others through the power of faith and by the laying on of hands.
Baptism is an ordinance of the gospel of Jesus Christ, and is only to be
administered to those who have understanding, and who are accountable before
God and are not little children.
Baptism is required of all who believe in Jesus Christ and repent of their sins.
Baptism must be performed by immersion, by one holding proper authority, and
when possible, in living water such as a river, lake, or sea. Our Lord gave the
following instructions:
“Behold, ye shall go down and stand in the water, and in my name shall ye
baptize them. And now behold, these are the words which ye shall say, calling
them by name, saying: ‘Having authority given me of Jesus Christ, I baptize you
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.’ And
then shall ye immerse them in the water, and come forth again out of the water.”
[3 Nephi 5:8 RE]
The Holy Ghost is the promised gift of the Father to those who have faith in His
Son, repent of their sins, and receive baptism [Genesis 4:7 RE]. This connection
to God will give you access to truth, which speaks to your mind and heart. There
are gifts of the spirit such as the gift of tongues, prophecy, revelation, visions,
healing, interpretation of tongues, etc. [WL (AoF) 1:28]. If you deny the Holy
Ghost when it once has had place in you and you know that you deny it, this is a
sin which is unpardonable. Whoever murders against the light and knowledge of
God, it is not easy for them to obtain a forgiveness. Therefore, when following the
way, have a determination to serve Christ to the end of your mortal lives. [Alma
19:1 RE, Hebrews 6:1-6 RE, Mosiah 2:2 RE]

The names of those who are baptized are to be recorded [D&C 51:4-5 RE], and
the followers of Christ should join in fellowship when possible [Moroni 6, see also
D&C 4:14 RE]
Sacrament is an ordinance of the gospel of Jesus Christ. The sacrament of the
Lord’s Supper consists of bread and wine, is the means by which He may fill us
with His Spirit, and is offered to all who have been baptized. The bread is broken,
and all kneel or sit [3 Nephi 8:4] while the man says the following prayer, exactly
as written:
“O God the Eternal Father, we ask thee in the name of thy Son Jesus Christ to
bless and sanctify this bread to the souls of all those who partake of it, that they
may eat in remembrance of the body of thy Son, and witness unto thee, O God
the Eternal Father, that they are willing to take upon them the name of thy Son,
and always remember him, and keep his commandments which he hath given
them, that they may always have his Spirit to be with them. Amen.” [Moroni 4]
The man who is officiating also blesses the wine (or an alternative, such as grape
juice, which symbolizes the blood of our Lord). He takes the cup [3 Nephi 8:7] and
says the following prayer, exactly as written:
“O God the Eternal Father, we ask thee in the name of thy Son Jesus Christ to
bless and sanctify this wine to the souls of all those who drink of it, that they may
do it in remembrance of the blood of thy Son, which was shed for them, that they
may witness unto thee, O God the Eternal Father, that they do always remember
him, that they may have his Spirit to be with them. Amen.” [Moroni 5]
Giving to the poor is a law of the gospel of Jesus Christ [Mosiah 2:2 RE].
Marriage is an ordinance of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Marriage is to be between
one man and one woman, as originally established by God between Adam and
Eve. The woman and the man are to be equally yoked, working together as one in
the Lord to follow Him and to fulfill the duty devolving upon them to teach their
children the principles of the gospel. The ceremony for contracting marriage
follows the guidance of the Spirit. Marriages sealed by the Lord’s oath in a sacred
place will endure beyond death and into the Father’s kingdom. [see the Answer
and Covenant]
Receiving the covenant is an ordinance of the gospel of Jesus Christ [see the
Answer and Covenant].
Jesus Christ will personally visit you before you die and give you further doctrine
and commandments if you draw near to him in this life. This is called “being
redeemed from the fall.” [see the Answer and Covenant, Ether 1:12 RE]
Israel will be gathered and the Ten Tribes restored. Zion will be built upon the
American continent and Christ will reign personally upon the earth. The earth will
be renewed and receive its paradisiacal glory. [WL (AoF) 1:31]
The gospel requires its followers to allow everyone (including other professing
followers of Christ) to worship Almighty God according to the dictates of their own
conscience, and to worship how, where, and what they may. [WL (AoF) 1:32]
The gospel requires its followers to be honest, true, chaste, benevolent, virtuous,
to do good to all, to believe all things, to hope all things, to endure many things, to
hope to be able to endure all things, and to seek after anything virtuous, lovely, or
of good report, or praiseworthy. This is faith, hope, and charity. [WL (AoF) 1:34,
Moroni 7]
It is an eternal principle that the first shall be last and the last shall be first [Mark
8:16 RE]. Also, they that exalt themselves shall be abased, and they that abase

themselves shall be exalted [Ez. 9:9 RE]. Therefore, if you have righteous vows
and obligations to apostles, prophets, pastors, teachers, evangelists, and so forth
in your churches, or to kings, presidents, rulers, and magistrates, in obeying,
honoring and sustaining the law in your countries, keep those obligations. So far
as you have the opportunity to do so, be free, and govern yourselves as
peacemakers and as the children of God. [WL (AoF) 1:33, 1:37, 3 Nephi 5:10 RE]

